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The blighting effects of war and reconstruction are brief- 
ly but intimately and vividly set forth. The silver and 
whatever else that could be gathered up were hurriedly 
buried, on the news that Sherman was approaching. Horses 
were driven by faithful slaves into the swamps and the in- 
accessible places. The pestilence passed and left in its track 
carcasses of cattle and swine, the result of unbridled and 
wanton destructivness ; the once luxurious homes in ashes 
or with their windows and doors smashed out and the furni- 
ture broken up; poverty-stricken and frightened people, 
who had the day before known no want, and what was even 
a greater calamity, a sullen and suspicious disposition in 
the erstwhile slaves, their minds poisoned by the invader. 

As a picture of a very restricted side of the ante-bellum 
South, the book is delightfully true — and this is all that it 
purports to be. But, of course, as a true picture of the 
whole Southern fabric it is entirely inadequate. 

E. M.C. 

A History of Rome and Floyd County, Georgia. By 
George Magruder Battey, Jr., (Atlanta: The Webb and 
Vary Company 1922, pp. 640.) 

This volume which includes "numerous incidents of more 
than local interest" covers the period from 1540 to 1922. 
The author begins with the legend of De Soto's visit in 
1540, and traces the history of this section of the State 
through the period of Indian occupation and removal and 
the later periods of the close of the Civil War. Since Rome 
is located in the northern section of Georgia and therefore 
in the very heart of the Cherokee country it is very proper 
that some attention should be devoted in the early chapters 
to the Cherokees. There was an important meeting of the 
Cherokees at Rome when the question of the removal of 
these Indians from the State was being agitated at which 
time, John Ross, the principal chief of the Cherokees spoke. 
The principle incidents of the period preceding the Civil 
War and the persons in Rome and Floyd County are dis- 
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cussed at some length. The part taken by Rome and Floyd 
County in the Civil War is given considerable attention. 

The latter half of the book is devoted to a miscellaneous 
collection of anecdotes reminiscences, encyclopedia of Rome 
and Floyd County, items from the press regarding Rome and 
Floyd County, poetry and the cemetery records. 

The author has undoubtedly devoted much time to col- 
lecting the information which he has compressed into 
this volume. This review can only contain a brief mention 
of certain of the more important things to be found there. 

The illustrations are very numerous and refer to a variety 
of persons, incidents, events and places. 

The hope is expressed that the service thus rendered 
by the author may indicate to others in every county of the 
State that a similar service might be rendered. 

P. S. F. 



